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ANGELS IN ART. 


and the story of the words and works of 
the angels written in the Scriptures — 
from the placing of the cherubim at the 
east of the Garden of Eden, to the wor¬ 
ship of the angel by John, in the last 
chapter of Revelation — presents them to 
us as heavenly guides, consolers, protect¬ 
ors, and reprovers of human beings. 

What study is more charming and rest¬ 
ful than that of the angels as set forth in 
Holy Writ and the writings of the early 
Church? or more interesting to observe 
than the manner in which the artists of 
various nations and periods have expressed 
their ideas concerning these celestial mes¬ 
sengers of God ? What more fascinating, 
more stimulating to the imagination and 
further removed from the exhausting ten¬ 
sion of our day and generation ? 

The Old Testament represents the an¬ 
gels as an innumerable host, discerning 
good and evil by reason of superior intel- 
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AiNGELS IN ART. 


CHAPTER I. 

INTRODUCTORY. 

i 

ijJGELS and archangels, cheru¬ 
bim and seraphim, and all the 
glorious hosts of heaven were 
a fruitful source of inspiration to the old¬ 
est painters and sculptors whose works 
are known to us, while the artists of our 
more practical, less dreamful age are, from 
time to time, inspired to reproduce their 
conceptions of the guardian angels of 
our race. 

The Almighty declared to Job that the 
creation of the world was welcomed with 
shouts of joy by “ all the sons of God,” 





